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The Second Sunday of Advent 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give 
us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we 
may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

  

WELCOME BISHOP AHRENS!  There will be no 8 am 
service this Sunday. This Sunday we welcome Bishop Laura 
Ahrens. After the 10 am service at Coffee Hour we will sit 
around the Guild Room, and she will engage with us in 



“Questions and Reflections.”  
 

ECCT CYCLE OF PRAYER:  Pray for Christ Church, 
Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, Bethlehem; Old 
St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield; 
Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a temporary 
or permanent shelter; for Chapel on the Green, New Haven, 
Church by the Pond, Hartford, and all Ecclesia ministries. For 
the ministry of the Midnight Runs. 
 

ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER:  Pray for the work of the 
Mothers’ Union around the world:  Sheran Harper - Worldwide 
President; Bev Jullien - Chief Executive. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:   The flowers near the Altar are offered 
in prayer, as we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child. 
 

VIGIL LIGHT:  The vigil light burns this week in memory of 
Mary Lucas Fedric, by her sister, Sarah French. 
 

WOMEN'S GROUP:  Ladies--please remember to bring your 
contributions for the luncheon for the Bishop, December 8.  
Also, please bring in your donations to the bake sale on Friday, 
December 13, or Saturday, December 14, and 
lap blankets for Autumn Lake & gifts for the Children's 
Connection.  Nancy Pratt will distribute the December 15.  
Thanks for all you do! 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS:  The Altar Guild is 
now taking memorial donations for Christmas flowers.  
Donation forms will be available in the Gathering Place or 
email Sarah French with your requests.  The deadline for 
inclusion in the Christmas Eve bulletin is December 15.  
Please include the wording of your memorial message and your 
donor message.  Please include a phone number in case there 
are questions.  



 

  
VESTRY NOTES:  Christmas Fair:  The Christmas Fair is 
December 14! 
All Hands on Deck needed to make this year's Fair a 
success.  We have 20+ Craft Vendors and oodles of gifts at our 
auction raffle and even more with lots of yummy baked goods 
for sale at our Huge Bake Sale table along with Coffee and 
Snacks all day 9:00 am-4:00 pm.   
 

Set up for the fair will be on 12/11 and 12/12; please contact Liz 
Conti 203-515-7778 if you can help on those dates morning or 
evening.  We also need coverage on Saturday 12/14 at the Bake 
Sale table and grounds; please contact Bunny Zamm who is 
heading up the Bake Sale table or Liz for event coverage.  There 
is no tag sale to set up for this year but we will be organizing 
decorations, music, and set up of the tables for vendors and the 
bake sale.  Help is appreciated if you have a spare hour or two.  
Even if you cannot help with setup, please come on Saturday 
12/14 and support our event and vendors and do all your last-
minute Christmas shopping! There will be something for 
everyone! 

 

SENIOR CO-WARDENS: George Helwig, 203-354-
0724, geohelwig@gmail.com and Liz Conti, 203-515-
7778, lizconti@rocketmail.com 

BOOK BUNCH:  The December 19th book selection 
is Happily Ever Ester by Steve Jenkins.  Please contact 
Debbie Ross at dross56@aol.com for more details. 
 

AUTUMN LAKE:  The monthly service will be held on 
December 19. We will be singing carols.  Please let Bunny know 
if you can join us and make "a joyful noise!" 

  



 

THIS WEEK AT WORSHIP:     
Organist:  Bernadette Allan 
Usher:  Anita Hughes 
Reader and Intercessor:  George Helwig 
Altar Guild: Ruth and Lou Lovallo 
Celebrant: The Reverend Ian Montgomery 

  

  

The Old Testament Lesson 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness, he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips, he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 



and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall                  
                        eat straw like the ox. 
 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall 
be glorious.  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Deus, judicium 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no 



more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen. Amen. 

The Epistle  
Romans 15:4-13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, 



the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Gospel 
Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree, therefore, that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 



 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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